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Resolution 4

The Principal Way of the
Socialist Revolution
in the Imperialist Germany

I*t Part:
The Role of the Proletariat as the Leading Class of
the Socialist Revolution

1.

The idea of winning socialism and commu-
nism on a scientific basis, the idea of the armed
uprising and the execution of the socialist revo-
lution is inseparably bound to the understand-
ing of the world-historic role of the working
class, that special class that cannot liberate
fself from exploitation and oppressien with-
out finally creating, by the consistent continu-
ation and intensification of class struggle and
the strengthening of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the highest form of proletarian he-
gemony, a classless society without exploita-
tion and oppression, that is, communist soci-
ety.

2.

The working class is the only consistently
revolutionary force in capitalist society, having
also the capacity to rally further masses of
exploited and oppressed working people
around it to overthrow the ruling class in the
civil war and to build socialism. This is an
ohjective rule, To deny or diminish the role of
the proletariat as the bearer of the socialist
revolution means to declare the socialist revo-
lution itself impossible or to fight against it,

3.

The ideological struggle for the defence of
the historical role of the proletanat and its strug-



gle for communism against the ideologues of
the bourgeoisie and its revisionist and oppor-
tunist adjuncts requires that we reveal, beyond
a concrete analysis of the objective and subjec-
tive conditions of the prolefariat, the historical
development and the objective rules of capital-
ist society offensively and in a deeper manner,
that the peculiarities in today’s imperialist Ger-
many are analysed in cornection with the ba-
sic reasons for the revolutionary role of the
proletariat.

4.

In this, the point of departure is still the prin-
ciple, developed by Marx and Engels against
petty-bourgeois sceptics and bourgeois apolo-
gists of the existing conditions, that the revolu-
tionary role of the proletariat does not resolt
from the opinions and beliefs it holds today,
bat is rather a result of what is objectively
preordained by the whole development of his-
tory. The secialist consciousness of the prole-
tariat created by the Communist Party subjec-
tively enables it to realise its historical role as
hegemon in the struggle for communism.

5.

That the working class is not a unitary class
is especially true under the conditions of impe-
rialism. Therefore, our point of departure for
the defence of the revolutionary role of the
proletariat must be to understand and consist-
ently fight, very clearly and very deeply, the
role of the worker's aristocracy as a pacemaker,
bribed by extra-profits and dependent on the
bourgeoisie, of counterrevolution within the
ranks of the working class. Beyond that, we
have to analyse the peculiarities cnabling the
bourgeoisic of an imperialist big power like
Germany to bind very large parts of the work-
ing class to capitalism by ideological, but also
by material means. Therefore, it is of basic
importance to follow the line of Lenin, to base
oneself on the lowest, the most exploited and
oppressed parts of the working class.

6.

A particularly important problem is the fact
that the working class of imperialist big pow-
ers, that the working class in the big industrial
companies in Germany, but increasingly also
in agrarian enterprises, largely consists, espe-
cially in its lowest parts most read to fight, of
waorkers who have left their countries of origin,

partly decades, partly years, and parily only a
short time ago. For that reason, every analysis
and every concrete struggle has a relentless
uamasking of German chauvinism as its pre-
condition.

Qur basic line says that those parts of the
internationa} working class who live and work
in Germany and have left their countries of
origin remain part of the working class of these
countries for a long time and are therefore
mainly connected. to the revolution of these
countries of origin, support it and promote it
according to the best of their abilities and pos-
sibilities. Their most progressive representa-
tives will beloag to the foreign organisation of
the Communist Party of the countries of ori-
gin.

1t is also part of our line that the comrades of
this part of the working class, in closest col-
laboration with the Communist parties of their
countries of origin and on the basis of varying
conditions as well as on the basis of an evalua-
tion of the experiences of the Communist par-
ties during the lifetime of Lenin and Stalin,
decide to give their primary support for the
struggle for the proletarian revoiution in Ger-
many and for the building of the Communist
Party in Germany.

In organising its members, the Communist
Part in Germany right from the start does not
ask after citizenship or natienality, but only
after the perspective of the revolutdon. This
holds especially with respect to all younger
workers born and grown up in Germany.

7.

In the analysis of the concrete composition
of the proletariat in Genmany it is our point of
departure that the industrial proletariat con-
centrated in the large-scale production in the
cities and towns is the leading core of the work-
ing class. Every enterprise has (o be our for-
tress. However, the agrarian proletariat con-
centrated in the capitalist agrarian enterprises
is also a part of the working ¢lass that is cruciat
for cur alliance with the masses of other work-
ing people. Apart from that, it is a complicated
problem to separate from the working class
those parts of the proletarianised parts of the
working people who are put into action in enor-
mous service companies, in the realisation of
the profits of capital etc., without however,
immediately taking part in the production, who
are, as wage earners, subordinated to the dicta-

II*¢ Part:

torship of capital and share some of the fea-
tures of the proletariat in economic terms, but
who in the strict sense of the word cannot be
counted, from their position, their location in
production, among the working class as a pro-
ducing and surplus-producing class, The per-
spective of sacialised preduction in socialism
is an important criterion for these parts of the

. wage-earning masses in order to evaluate their

development and their participation in the class
struggle of the industrial proletariat.

8.

The class analysis also includes as an impor-
tant point the analysis of the classes and stzata
in the countryside. The class enemies in the
countryside are the following: big peasants,
big landlords, agrarian capitalists and financial
capital. The proximity of the situation of life of
the half-proletariat and the small peasants to
the situation of the working class in the city as
well as in the countryside enables the prole-
tariat to find its closest ally in the struggle
against the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie here,
because the development of capitalism shrinks
the future perspectives of the half-proletariat
and the small peasants more and more, The
peity-bourgeois strata of the cities and towns
must also be analysed closely; their develop-
ment and their behaviour has 1o be evaluated
and influenced in order to win paris of them as
additional allies in the struggle of the prole-
tariat against capital and to at least neutralise
other parts.

9.

Class struggle as the driving force of history
will separate the chaff from the wheat in the
cities as well as in the countryside. It is an
important criterion to determine concretely
scale and strength of the ailiance of the work-
ing class with other working and exploited
strata in the city and in the countryside.

10.

The analysis of the economic, social and po-
litical situation of al! classes and strata in Ger-
many in close connection with the concrete
struggles of the exploited and oppressed
masses is an important task of the Communist
Party in order 1o be able to fight with a correct
strategy and tactics for the hegemony and the
dictatorship of the proletariat, for the program
of communism.

Communist Positions Concerning Democracy and Socialism

1.

The intervention in struggles against en-
hanced cxploitation and oppression is an im-
portant and daily task of the Communist Party
and its cadres, even if these struggles are car-
ried out within the framework of capitalism
and in the framework of the parliamentarian-
bourgeois democracy that serves as a shell for
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.

It is exactly in the developing struggles of the
proletariat and of other strata against the ef-
fects of the politics of German imperialism
and against the enhancement of exploitation
that the Communist and revolutonary charac-
ter of the work of the Communist Party is put
1o test. Apart from maximal support and, if
possible, leadership of the concrete struggles,
it is the most important task 1o introduce so-

cialist consciousness, the program of commu-
nism into these struggles and to promote the
hard work of rallying and organising the most
advanced forces of the proletariat and other
sirata, the building of the Communist Pany.

2.

A preconditian for a successful work in this
respect in the daily political and economic



struggles is, however, the clarity and power of
persuasion in the explanation that and why
really fundamental successes of the struggle
cannot be brought about within the frame of
capitalism and also — inseparably comnected
with that —~ not within the framework of parlia-
mentarian-bourgeois democracy as the shell of
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. The un-
masking of the rules of capitalism and the char-
acier of parliamestarian-bourgeois democracy
under the conerete and real conditions in Ger-
many and of the intemational situation is im-
possible without a sharp ideological struggle
against the ideology of the bourgeois class and
its opporiunistic parrots.

3

One crucial point to be elaborated is the fact
that financial capital operates essentially two
state forms: bourgeois democracy as the
masked, demapogically veiled form of its dic-
tatorship, and fascism, the openly terrorist form
of its dicratorship. It is true, that between these,
there are important differences which have to
be taken into account under all circumstances
with respect 0 tactics, with respect o ap-
proaching proletarian revolution. They are,
however, not separated from each other in an
absolute sense. For both forms of the dictator-
ship of financial capital, bourgeeis democracy
on the onc and fascism on the other hand, have
the same class character, are rooted in the same
cxploitative relations of production, are alse
generated by the capitalist system and develop,
therefore, one out of the other and merge one
into the other.

One basic tendency in the epoch of imperial-
ism is the acceleration of creeping fascism
within the bourgeois state apparatus in the im-
perialist countrics as pre-emptive counter-
revolution and part of the imperialist prepara-
tion of war, which has to be revealed con-
cretely in all areas in its particular character in
Germany, in order to strip German imperial-
ism once and for ali from its phoney-demo-
cratic mask.

4.

In an ideclogical struggle that has to be led
as tough and concretely as possible, the de-
fenders of capitalism and the "civil constitu-
tional state” must be disproved. But first of all,
we have to show the proletariat and its allies in
a convincing manner the perspective of the
socialist revolution, the perspective of the
struggle for the annihilation of capitalism,
bourgeois property of the means of produc-
tion, for the creation of the socialist property
of the means of production and the building of
socialism, for the goals of socialism.

5.

in the ideological straggle, the struggle and
the undersianding of the terms “democracy,”
"democratic state,” democraiic conditions”
piay & crucial role, In this harsh ideological
struggle, it is the task of the Communist Party
to elaborate the class character of the term
"democracy” in historic terms, but also from
the point of view of the conditions today, and
to prove that, behind the semblance of the

"democratic conditions” in today’'s Germany,
there is always the reality of the dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie, of German imperialism.
Against all anticommunist, revisionist and op-
portunist slanders, we have to show up the
unity of the diclatorship of the proletariat and
socialist demoeracy, and to propagate as con-
cretely as possible the features of socialist de-
mocracy that is safeguarded by the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, as the real democracy
for the working class and the broad masses of
the other working peopie.

6.

On the basis of a fully elaborated theoretical
and programmatic ideological struggle about
basic question of the economic system and the
political system, the Communist Party makes
use of all instruments of the science of strategy
and tactics that developed out of the history of
the Communist-led worker’s movement, in or-
der to introduce, in the struggle against revi-
sionism and opportunism and on 2 clear theo-
retical, programmatic basis, strategic and tacti-
cal orientation into the concrete struggles of
the proletariat, The strategic point of departure
in this is that in imperialist, highly industrial-
iscd Germany, there can be no in-between be-
tween the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie and
the dictatorship of the proletariat, that the pro-
letarian revolution is, historically, on the
agenda, that the proletarian revolution can be
carried out successfully only by the armed up-
rising of the proletariat, that by the proletarian
revolution, i is possible to win the struggle for
socialist democracy, to promote the buildiag of
socialism and to safeguard and sirengthen the
dictatorship of the proletariat.

7.

In order to counter the demagoguery of the
bourgeois ideclogues and to show the reality
of soctalist democracy under the dictatorship
of the proletariat, it is the task of the Commu-
nist Party to prove — in view of ail the empty
promises about "democracy” and "equality of
men” supposedly realised by the bourgeois re-
public, but actually, if at all, existing only par-
tially, in & mutilated manner and by virtue of
the pressure of the struggles of the masses —
that the dictatorship of the proletariat will take
care for the immediate legal realisation of such
bourgeois-democratic promises — like, e. g.,
the tmmediate liquidation of all legal inequali-
ties between men and women or all legal in-
egualities besween people of different nation-
alities etc, —, and that it is a characteristic fea-
ture of socialist democracy that it does not
only create the legal, but with it also the mate-
rial preconditions to establish the proclaimed
equality of rights between all people not only
in a formal manner, but to realise, step by step,
real equality in everyday life, as has been
proved by more than 30 years of the history of
the Socialist Soviet Union during the time of
Lenin and Stalin.

8.

On this basis, we have the task to lead, with
the correct strategy and tactics, a democratic
struggle in a variety of areas, in order to un-

mask the antidemocratic grimace of German
imperialism and its pseudo-democratic dema-
goguery, 1o defend and, if possible, extend
hard-won democratic rights, to create an en-
compassing consciousness that doesn’t dis-
guise the class character of bourgeois democ-
racy for the working class and the aliied strata,
and carries within it the seed of the idea of
socialist democracy and of the proletarian-dic-
tatorial repression of reaction. It is the task of
the Communist Party to break the authority of
the bourgeoisie in the questions of "democ-
racy”, of democratic struggle.

9.

In this, it is of decisive importance to elabo-
rate, in the concrete political struggles, be it
economic-political everyday struggles or strug-
gles for more far-reaching democratic de-
mands, the antagonism towards this state and
towards the ruling bourgeois class, to German
imperialism, to declare war to all forms of
reformism and to expiain in a c¢lear form that
successes and concessions of the ruling class
are results of hard struggle, often accompanied
by demagogic manocuvres of the ruling class,
and not at all "proef” of the supposed possibil-
ity of reform within the imperialist system.
Quite to the contrary, the intervention into the
everyday struggles, and if possible, leadership
in them, especially of the democratic strug-
gles, can be viewed as a success only if we
succeed in demonstrating the irreconcilable
class contradictions of this system and to intro-
duce the perspective of the proletarian revolu-
tion, especially into the working class. The
democratic struggles must be used by the com-
munists as starting-point for the connection of
the legal work with the illegal work, for the
covering and strengthening of the illegal work,
for the revolutionary preparation of the prole-
tariat for the socialist revolution.

10.

In order to lead the mass struggles to the
goals and positions of the proletarian revolu-
tion, it is also necessary to combine the various
{fronts and the varied tasks of the democratic
struggle in a concrete and realistic manner, to
combine the struggle for the rights of the work-
ing class in apparently "purely economic”
struggles with the democratic struggle against
all forms of racism and nationalism, against
the creeping fascism of the state and the Nazi
gangs, against war mongering and historical
lies, as well as with the internationalist demo-
cratic struggle of the international working
class and the struggle of the oppressed peo-
ples. Within the democratic struggle, too, the
communist forces are the most active, the most
consistent and the maost farsighted part of the
struggling masses. The communist must not
aliow in these forms of the strupgie any con-
cessions to the ideology of legalism and paci-
fism, but guite to the contrary, must transgress
the legal framework of German imperialism
according 10 their possibilities even in the
democratic struggle, in order to use the demo-
cratic struggle as a schoo! of class struggle and
to gather experience in the violent and illegal
struggle against this state apparatus. it is espe-



cially important for the working class and the
other strata ailied to it to gain more and more
clarity about the character of the dictatorship
of the bourgcoisie and the necessity of the
destruction of its state apparatus through own
experience in the struggle, to gain conscious-
ness of the necessity of the realisation of the
slogan "Workers of all countries, unite!” and
"Workers of all countries and oppressed peo-
pies, unite!”, and to test the point of view of
the Communist Party in the light of their own
experience and recognise it as correct. Without
extensive own experience in the economic and
political struggle it is impossible to approach
the proletarian revolution, to organise and ex-
ecute it in a conscious mannet.

11.

[t is a special challenge for the principled
tactical work of the cadres of the Communist
Party to go and work among the fowest strata
of the masses, {0 lead, even in the counter-
revolutionary bourgeois mass organisations, in
part covertly, in part openly with the risk of
exciusion, of arrest and sentence the ecopomic
and the democratic struggle in all its forms in
such a manner that the illusions about the char-

acter of such mass organisations can be de-
stroyed and autonomous forms of organisation
become not only understandable for maximally
large pants of the members, but a practical ne-
cessity.

12,

While the Communist Party systematically
supporis the development and strengthening of
radical labour- and democratic organisations
in vartous forms and under its leadership, its
cadres also work, in part openly, in part cov-
ertly, in non-reactionary organisations, com-
mittees and action groups with special goals
for the active support of just demands and
struggles, to develop the work with respect of
its content and to propagate, advocate and dis-
cuss the ideas of communism in a weil-rea-
soned form and in a manner that the cause of
the proletarian revolution as a whole is ad-
vanced. This does neither mean (and this is the
main danger) to spend all one's forces totally
in the struggle for partial questions of a demo-
cratic nature, nor a sectarian approach that will
make it easy for the opportunists and reform-
ists in such organisations to isolaie the Com-
munist cadres and to exclede them as “ele-
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ments harmiul to the struggle.” The participa-
tion in such non-counterrevolutionary organi-
sations is, different from the participation in
counterrevolutionary wiass organisation, not a
work "making use of” possibilities for Com-
munist propaganda, but has to have the charac-
ter of exemplary support, insofar and inasmuch
this work is useful for the struggle against
German imperialism and against the imperial-
ist world system in the widest sense.

13

Decisive criterion for the participation of the
cadres of the Communist Parly in just mass
struggles, in economic and political struggles
against German imperialism is always the pro-
motion of the anchoring of the party in the
most advanced parts of the working class and
other strata to really disseminate the idea of
the proletarian revolution, of the cause of Com-
munism and 1o realise it in such a way that the
everyday struggles and the democratic strug-
gles themseives are carried out in a consequent
and congistent manner, and mainly, that they
become transmission belts in the struggle for
the approach to, for the preparation and the
exccution of the proletarian revolution.

The Armed Socialist Revolution of the Proletariat and Questions of the Armed
Struggle and the Armed Uprising

1.

The erection of the dictatorship of the proie-
tariat and the goal of communism require the
violent revolution of the proletariat, the viclent
destruction of the bourgeois staie apparatus
from top to boltom.

2.

The crientation of the Communist Party and
the class-conscious and organised proletariat
toward armed struggle, the anmed uprising and
the civil war as conclusion from all class strug-
gles of history and as quintessence of the whole
experience of the revolutions under the leader-
ship of the working class led by its Communist
Party in all countries of the worid is our im-
movable fundamental position.

3

In the preparation of the socialist revolution,
it is a characteristic feature that the enlighten-
ing, liberating role of the viclence of the prole-
tariat and of the armed struggle of the prole-
tariat have to be fully understood and propa-
gated.

4.

The theory of the "peaceful road” er of the
"possibility of the peaceful road” as central

position of revisionism and opportunism is a
counterrevolutionary position which has to be
resolutely fought against and destroyed in ali
its varieties.

5.

The preparation and execution of the armed
uprising against German imperialism and all
reactionary and counterrevolutionary forces is,
on a scientific basis under evaluation of the
whole experience of the armed struggle and
the armed uprisings, central part of the prepa-
ration of the socialist revolution, the enlighten-
ing and consciousness-raising, organising role
of the Communist Party. Because of the fact
that the workers and the masses of the other
working people in imperiglist Germany are
confronted with a unitary, highly centralised
imperialist state apparatus, the Communist Part
takes a basic course towards the military road
of the October revolution, i. e., to prepare and
execute the armed uprising in the cities (with-
out excluding, however, that strong armed
forces of the proletariat can also fight in the
countryside in particular situations even before
the armed uprising in the cities),

6.

The art of the preparation and execution of
the armed uprising requires the struggle for the

hegemony of the prolctariat, the correct strate-
gic orientation of the proletarial towards af}
partners and allies, the correct approach to all
daily struggles against exploitation and oppres-
sion, which have to be bundled and have to be
subordinated to the struggle for the socialist
revolution and the armed uprising,

7.

The uprising is no military conspiracy and
no coup by a minority, but a deeply democratic
concern of the broad masses. To be successful,
the uprising has to take hold not only among
the vanguard and the class-conscious parts of
the proletariat, but has to base itself on the
broad masses of the proletariat, bas to be car-
ried and supported by the revolutionary ad-
vance the sympathy of the majority of the ex-
ploited rnasses.

8.

Point of departure is that the armed struggle
will rot be the victory of 99 percent of the
population over 1 percent of the class of the
German bourgeoisie, bat will take the form of
an enormous civil war of the masses of the
exploited working people led by the soctalist
proletariat against the class of the bourgeoisie.
The latter will make use of imponant pans of
those layers of the population from all classes



and strata that are incited and bound to Ger-
magn imperialism by various material and ideo-
logical strings, among them no small number
of people belonging to the bribed pants of the
working class, the worker's aristocracy. In
these class battles, the struggle for the neutrali-
sation of wavering forces also plays an impor-
tant role.

9.

The struggle against the army and other
armed formations of German imperialism is
nat a struggle for "winning over” these forces,
but & struggle to crush and destroy all armed
forces of German imperialistn, The struggie
for the neutralisation or even winning over of
parts of the members of the armed forces of
German imperialism may be an important com-
poaent of the preparation and execution of the
armed uprising of the socialist proletariat ard
its allies — which, however, can never replace
the civil war, the victorious armed uprising of
the socialist proletariat, can never reform or
neutralise the core and the structure of the
armed forces of German imperialism. From
the task of the armed destruction of the mili-
tary apparatus of German imperialism and the
execution of the revolutionary civil war, there
follows the necessity o build armed forma-
ticns and militias of the proletariat and the
exploited masses (as embryonic forms of a
tater Red Army) even before the armed upris-

ing.
10.

The systematic scientific planning of the
preparation and offensive execution of the

anmed uprising up to the exact pin-pointing of
the date, the distribution of the forces of the
uprising 2nd the winning of daily and hourly
successes presupposes the knowledge that the
reality of the class struggles also knows spon-
taneous armed mass struggles, unplanned re-
volts and revolutions — and the Communist
Party does not reject them by any means but
supports them maximaliy and struggles for the
leadership in them,

11,

While the Communist Party basically takes a
course for the victory of the armed socialist
revolution and the civil war of the socialist
proletariat before the outbreak of an imperial-
ist war of German imperialism, it also has to
take into account the very real possibility that
it has to prepare and execute the armed strug-
gle and the armed uprising in cornection with
the struggle against the imperialist war of the
German imperialists, In this, all tactical expe-
riences, especially of the Bolshevik party of
Russia for the "fraternisation of the soldiers at
the from,” but also of the united actions of
revolutionary armed forces of other countries
must be evaluated and applied to the condi-
tions of Germany. Forms of guerrilla- and par-
tisan warfare have 1o be combined with the
preparation of the transformation of the impe-
rialist war into the civil war and with the prepa-
ration of the socialist uprising of the prole-
tariat.

12,

The systematic preparation and planning of
the armed struggle of the socialist proletariat

also requires the support of spontaneous vio-
lent and armed clashes with German imperial-
ism long before the victorious uprising. Our
struggle against the proponents of "individual
terror” is not based on a "moral rejection,” but
on the fundamental ideclogical and tactical rea-
soning that the.”worship of spontaneity” on
the part of individuals separated from the work-
ing men and women does not contribute to the
raising of the consciousness and organisation
of the proletariat, but rather binds the forces
with a revolutionary orientation and prevents
them from fulfilling their decisive task of sys-
tematically preparing the socialist revolution.
The road of the proponents of "individual ter-
ror” is not a road whatsoever for the destruc-
tion of the state apparatus of German imperial-
ism, primarily its military apparatus, bul is
bourd - closely connected with reformist and
revisionist conceptions concerning the prole-
tariat —to turn into resignation and demoralisa-
tion.

13.

Our line concerning armed struggle, the
preparation and execution of the armed upris-
ing and the civil war of the socialist proletariat
is an inseparable part of our iine in the creasion
and strengthening of a Communist Party,
which, in its internal order, its structure and its
work, has to be built right from the start in the
struggle against the bloody terror of the Ger-
man imperialists and for the leadership in the
armed struggle of the uprising and the civil
war of the socialist proletariat.

*



works of Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Stalin — available in differ-
ent languages,

writings of communism and the
Communist International — avail-
able in different languages,

revolutionary working-class
novels, antifascist and anti-im-
perialist literature,

literature and material for the
struggle against racism, anti-
Semitism, racism against Cinti
and Roma people, aganist Ger-
man chauvinism and national-
ism,

literature about the history of
the German workers’ movement
and about German imperialism,

“Rot Front” — theoretical organ
of “Gegen die Strémung” — Or-
ganisation for the building of the
Revolutionary Communist Party
of Germany,

regular publications and
monthly leaflets published by
“Gegen die Stromung”,

“Bulletin — Information for revo-
lutionary and Marxist-Leninist
forces of all countries” which
contains excerpts and synopsis
from the publications by
“Gegen die Stromung”. It ap-
pears quaterly and in Turkish,
French, English, Spanish and
ltatian.
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